THE MAN I KNEW

phone had been used at sea. Curiously enough I spoke
better on the telephone than Douglas, so he insisted that I
should go below and receive the message. It turned out
that the Mayor wished Douglas to appear in uniform. He
said it would be much more effective and greatly appreci-
ated by those who saw him and I was asked to persuade my
husband to accede to the request. As I knew Douglas in-
tended to wear uniform it was easy for me to give a satis-
factory reply. We received a delightful message of welcome
by wireless from Colonel Mentz, Minister of Defence: "I
welcome you most heartily to South Africa and will do my
best to make your visit a pleasant one". We also had radio-
grams from General van Deventer and from General
Smuts. The latter's message read: "I arrived from Bushveld
last night and learned of your safe arrival and great reception
at Cape Town. Allow me also to bid you and Lady Haig a
most hearty welcome to South Africa. I trust you will have
a good time and not only do useful work in connection with
your mission but also derive health and happiness from
contact with the old familiar friends and places."

On our arrival at Cape Town on 20th February 1921, we
were received by the Mayor and Mayoress and Admiral
Sir William Goodenough, Commander-in-Chief, Africa
Station. General Sir Henry Lukin was also there to meet
us.

Whilst in Cape Town Douglas met Major P. Van der
Byl and chose him as A.D.C. The matter was referred to
General Smuts, who agreed to the appointment, and so he
was put in charge of our arrangements and accompanied
us on the tour.

Crowds lined the streets and it was not long before
Douglas had to begin making his first speech. He felt very
much at home in South Africa, having been there so long
during the South African War, and when he stayed on after
the war he had made many friends.
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